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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 104831 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NATO, XA 

SUBJECT: REPORTS OP GROWING CUBAN AND SOVIET PRESENCE 
IN THE CONGO 

REF: (A) USNATO 4035; (B) BRAZZAVILLE 381 (NOTAL) 

(C) KINSHASA 3775 (NOTAL) 

1. FOLLOWING UP ON NETHERLANDS REP'S COMMENTS ON SUBJECT, 
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MISSION SHOULD NOTE DURING APRIL 25 POLADS MEETING THAT 
WE HAVE ALSO HEARD A WIDE VARIETY OP REPORTS REGARDING 
CUBAN AND SOVIET PRESENCE IN THE AREA, MANY OF WHICH WE 
BELIEVE ARE HIGHLY SPECULATIVE. TO CONVEY OUR ASSESSMENT 
OP SITUATION, YOU SHOULD DRAW ON PARAS 3-5 OF REF B, 
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2. IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE, MISSION MAY PROVIDE IN 
CONTEXT OF ONGOING POLADS DISCUSSION OF CUBAN AND SOVIET 
MILITARY PENETRATION IN AFRICA FOLLOWING ESTIMATES ON 
CUBAN PERSONNEL IN AFRICA. (FYI: THESE FIGURES WERE 
RECENTLY POSTED IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION TAKEN AT THE 
NOON PRESS BRIEFING, APRIL 18. END FYI). 

A) THE OVERALL FIGURE OF CUBAN MILITARY PERSONNEL 
IN AFRICA IS CURRENTLY ESTIMATED AT 38,000-39,000 WHICH 
INCLUDES ADVISORY AND COMBAT PERSONNEL. 

B) NON-DIPLOMATIC CUBAN PERSONNEL IN AFRICA - 
ESTIMATED FIGURES BY COUNTRY: 

ALGERIA ABOUT 35-50 

ANGOLA 23,000-25,000 (19,000-20,000 MILITARY) 

BENIN ABOUT 20 

CAPE VERDE POSSIBLY 10-15 MEDICAL PERSONNEL 
CONGO 400-500 (ABOUT 300 MILITARY) 

EQUATORIAL GUINEA 100-400 (ABOUT HALF MILITARY) 

ETHIOPIA 16,000-17,000 (ALMOST ALL MILITARY) 

GUINEA ABOUT 300-500 (MOST MILITARY ADVISERS) 

GUINEA-BISSAU 200-250 (MOST MILITARY ADVISERS) 

LIBYA POSSIBLY 100-125 MILITARY PERSONNEL 

MOZAMBIQUE 800-850 (INCLUDING 300-350 CIVILIANS) 

SAO TOME AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 104831 

PRINCIPE PROBABLY 75-100 (MOSTLY MEDICAL PER- 

SONNEL) 

SIERRA LEONE A SMALL NUMBER OF SECURITY ADVISERS 

TANZANIA POSSIBLY 100-300 CIVILIAN ADVISERS 
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INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 5732 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 104831 

FOR AMBASSADOR YOUNG FROM UNA 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 104831 SENT ACTION USNATO INFO ALL NATO 
CAPITALS ADDIS ABABA BRAZZAVILLE KINSHASA LIBREVILLE HAVANA 
APR 25. 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 104831 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NATO, XA 

SUBJECT: REPORTS OF GROWING CUBAN AND SOVIET PRESENCE 
IN THE CONGO 

REF: (A) USNATO 4035; (B) BRAZZAVILLE 381 (NOTAL) 

(C) KINSHASA 3775 (NOTAL) 

1. FOLLOWING UP ON NETHERLANDS REP'S COMMENTS ON SUBJECT, 
MISSION SHOULD NOTE DURING APRIL 25 POLADS MEETING THAT 
WE HAVE ALSO HEARD A WIDE VARIETY OF REPORTS REGARDING 
CUBAN AND SOVIET PRESENCE IN THE AREA, MANY OF WHICH WE 
BELIEVE ARE HIGHLY SPECULATIVE. TO CONVEY OUR ASSESSMENT 
OF SITUATION, YOU SHOULD DRAW ON PARAS 3-5 OF REF B, 
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CLOSELY PROTECTING SOURCES CITED. 

2. IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE, MISSION MAY PROVIDE IN 
CONTEXT OF ONGOING POLADS DISCUSSION OF CUBAN AND SOVIET 
MILITARY PENETRATION IN AFRICA FOLLOWING ESTIMATES ON 
CUBAN PERSONNEL IN AFRICA. (FYI: THESE FIGURES WERE 
RECENTLY POSTED IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION TAKEN AT THE 
NOON PRESS BRIEFING, APRIL 18. END FYI). 

A) THE OVERALL FIGURE OF CUBAN MILITARY PERSONNEL 
IN AFRICA IS CURRENTLY ESTIMATED AT 38,000-39,000 WHICH 
INCLUDES ADVISORY AND COMBAT PERSONNEL. 

B) NON-DIPLOMATIC CUBAN PERSONNEL IN AFRICA - 
ESTIMATED FIGURES BY COUNTRY: 
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ALGERIA ABOUT 35-50 

ANGOLA 23,000-25,000 (19,000-20,000 MILITARY) 

BENIN ABOUT 20 

CAPE VERDE POSSIBLY 10-15 MEDICAL PERSONNEL 
CONGO 400-500 (ABOUT 300 MILITARY) 

EQUATORIAL GUINEA 100-400 (ABOUT HALE MILITARY) 
ETHIOPIA 16,000-17,000 (ALMOST ALL MILITARY) 

GUINEA ABOUT 300-500 (MOST MILITARY ADVISERS) 

GUINEA-BISSAU 200-250 (MOST MILITARY ADVISERS) 
LIBYA POSSIBLY 100-125 MILITARY PERSONNEL 

MOZAMBIQUE 800-850 (INCLUDING 300-350 CIVILIANS) 
SAO TOME AND 

PRINCIPE PROBABLY 75-100 (MOSTLY MEDICAL PER- 
SONNEL) 

SIERRA LEONE A SMALL NUMBER OF SECURITY ADVISERS 
TANZANIA POSSIBLY 100-300 CIVILIAN ADVISERS 
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